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A vacation in the Caribbean without snorkeling is like a weekend in Napa Valley without wine. Seventy-five bucks or

so buys you a decent mask, snorkel and fins — though plenty of hotels have loaner gear for guests — and the actitselfis
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zzling sites that can be reached only off the deck of

a boat, some of the region’s very best snorkeling is waiting to happen only a few steps off your beach blanket. — mp
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The Baths

VIRGIN GORDA, BV
The three beaches

that comprise this
iconic boulderscape
— particularly pretty

Devil'sBay —area
snorkeler's paradise
Just get here before
Ila.m,orafter3p.m
to avoid the crowds

PlayadelaChiva
VIEQUES, P.R.
Also known as Blue
Beach, Playadela
Chivais actually
three crescents that
frontlittle Isla Chiva,
250yards offshore.
Finout, stay closeto
theislet and soakin
theundersea sights.

Trunk Bay
ST JOHN, USVI
There's more to CT+L's
favorite cover beach
thanitssnowy sands
Aquatic life abounds
inthese waters, and
amarked trail in just
three to I8 feet makes
it anideal playground

for newbie snorkelers

West Bay Beach
ROATAN, HONDURAS
Divers adore Roatan
but snorkelers will
find plenty to love off
this sweet stretch of
sandontheisland's
west coast, courtesy
of avastand thriving
eef that's an easy
swim from the beach

Playa Kalki
CURACAO

The flourishing reef
that lies off this tiny
beachon Curacao's

craggy northwest
coastis called Alice in
Wonderland, thanks
to the larger-than-life

mushroom-shape
corals that grow here.
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